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INFORMATION. 


This  docuasnt  has  been  davelopad  to  avaltiats  the  iapacts  of  placing  dredged 
■aterial  on  a  site  located  on  Treats  Island  In  Will  County.  Illinois,  along 
the  left  descending  bank  of  the  Dea  Plaines  River  In  the  Dresden  Pool.  The 
proposed  site  Is  located  between  River  Miles  (RM)  279.6  to  279. 7L  on  the 
Island  and  lies  between  two  parallel  rows  of  old  dredged  naterlal  which  was 
placed  there  during  the  1930' s.  The  area  of  placement  Is  estimated  to  have 
a  capacity  of  14.000  to  15.000  cubic  yards.  This  historic  site  Is  being 
studied  as  *new”  because  of  the  length  of  tlae  between  usage. 

Maintenance  dredging  Is  required  to  reaove  accreted  sedlnents  froa  the 
channel  In  order  to  provide  a  safe  and  unobstnacted  coaaerclal  navigation 
channel.  Historically,  dredging  has  been  perforaed  aechanically.  with  the 
dredged  aaterlal  placed  at  various  locations  along  the  bankline.  The  last 
dredging  event  for  this  area  occiurred  In  1982,  and  heavy  shoaling  In  the 
channel  since  that  tlae  has  created  a  hazard  for  navigation. 

A  problea  associated  with  all  locations  requiring  frequent  dredging  Is  the 
availability  and  suitability  of  placeaent  sites  once  the  dredged  aaterlal 
has  been  reaoved  froa  the  river.  The  dredged  aaterlal  ranges  In  size  froa 
fine  silt  to  boulders,  necessitating  the  use  of  aechanlcal  dredging.  Grain 
size  analysis  can  be  found  on  plate  3. 


I.  AUTHORITY  AMD  PURPOSE. 


The  foraal  authorization  for  the  U.S.  Amy  Corps  of  Engineers  (Corps)  to 
perfora  operation  and  aalntenance  activities  on  the  Illinois  Waterway  was 
given  In  the  Rivers  and  Harbors  Act  of  1927,  as  aodlfled  by  the  Rivers  and 
Harbors  Act  of  1930,  and  as  further  aodlfled  by  the  Rivers  and  Harbors  Act 
of  1935. 

Maintenance  dredging  responsibility  on  the  Illinoia  Waterway  within  the 
Rock  Island  District,  U.S.  Amy  Corps  of  Engineers,  encoapasses  RM  80.0 
to  327.0.  Authority  for  such  dredging  and  a  discussion  of  Its  Iapacts  have 
been  addressed  In  earlier  reports  and  In  the  Finml  Enviroamentsl  Impmct 
ScstemenC  for  OperstLon  and  Maintenance  of  a  Hlne-Foot  Channel  in  the 
Illinois  Watervay,  dated  February  1975. 


Following  the  requireaents  of  the  Netlonel  Envlroiaentel  Policy  Act  (NEPA) 
of  1969,  this  BnvironsMntel  Assessaent  (EA)  was  prepared  to  address  isq>acts 
associated  with  utilization  of  a  new  dredged  aaterial  placeaent  site  on  the 
Illinois  Waterway. 

The  decision  to  be  aade  at  this  tiae  is  to  deteraine  a  suitable  placeaent 
site  for  the  dredged  aaterial. 


II.  PROJECT  LOCATION  AND  DESCRIPTIOH. 


Treats  Island  is  o«Ried  by  the  Illinois  Oepartaent  of  Conservation  and  is 
located  in  Will  County  along  the  left  descending  bank  of  the  Des  Plaines 
River.  The  proposed  site  on  the  island  is  located  between  RM  279.6  to 
279. 7L  and  is  approxisMtely  650  feet  long  by  70  feet  wide  at  the  peaks. 
Approxiaately  550  feet  of  that  length  will  be  used.  It  lies  between  two 
parallel  rows  of  old  dredged  aaterial  which  were  placed  during  construction 
of  the  navigation  channel  in  the  1930' a.  The  parallel  rows  and  the  area 
between  are  coaposed  priaarily  of  roclgr,  dredged  aaterial.  The  estiaated 
capacity  for  the  available  portion  of  this  site  is  14,000  to  15,000  cubic 
yards.  The  initial  dredging  event  would  place  approxiaately  6,000  cubic 
yards  of  aaterial  on  the  site.  Each  additional  event  would  add  2,000  to 
3,000  cubic  yards  of  dredged  aaterial  until  the  site  has  reached  capacity. 

The  proposed  project  would  off-load  dredged  aaterial  on  the  island,  by 
crane,  at  RM  279.7.  This  is  near  the  upstream  end  of  the  area  formed  by 
the  two  parallel  rows  of  previously  dredged  aaterial  and  under  the 
Coaaonwealth  Edison  Power  lines.  In  earlier  coordination,  Coaaonwealth 
Edison  stated  that  placeaent  of  dredged  aaterial  under  their  power  lines 
would  be  allowed,  provided  that  the  Corps  aaintains  a  ainiaua  of  10  feet 
distance  from  the  power  line  poles  and  a  ainiaua  of  20  feet  of  clearance 
under  the  power  lines  for  said  placeaent.  From  the  off-loading  zone,  the 
material  would  be  pushed  by  bulldozer  into  the  area  between  the  old  dredged 
material  placeaent. 

The  Illinois  On-Site  Inspection  Team  (OSIT)  provides  input  and  guidance 
to  the  Corps  in  the  selection  of  dredged  aaterial  placeaent  sites.  The 
aeabers  of  the  OSIT  represent  the  Illinois  Department  of  Conservation,  the 
Illinois  Department  of  Transportation,  the  Illinois  Natural  History  Survey, 
the  Illinois  Environmental  Protection  Agency,  the  Rock  Island  District, 
Corps  of  Engineers,  the  U.S.  Fish  and  Wildlife  Service,  and  the  U.S. 
Environmental  Protection  Agency.  The  Illinois  OSIT  visited  Treats  Island 
in  Nay  1991  and  recoaaended  that  this  site  be  used  for  dredged  material 
placeaent . 

Plate  EA-2  shows  the  location  of  the  proposed  placeaent  site  and  the  dredge 
cut  from  which  most  of  the  dredged  material  would  be  removed. 

The  environmental  issues  to  be  addressed  are  the  riparian  zone  impacts 
(where  the  crane  would  off-load  the  dredged  aaterial)  and  the  impacts  to 
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th*  ar««  b«ew««n  the  old  dredged  aeterlel  peaks.  These  will  be  discussed 
below  in  Section  V  •  Affected  Envlroiaent  end  Section  VI  -  EnvlronsMntsl 
lapscts  of  the  Preferred  Alternative. 


III.  ALTEBMATIVES. 


A.  Wo  Action.  The  No  Action  alternative  would  preclude  Federal 
InvolvesMnt  In  the  project.  Consequently,  no  dredging  would  occur.  If 
this  area  la  not  dredged,  It  Is  certain  that  shoaling  would  occur  and 
result  In  unsafe  navigation  conditions  to  coassrclal  navigation.  Such  a 
situation  would  result  In  an  unacceptable  hazard  to  life  or  navigation,  a 
significant  loss  of  property,  or  an  lasMdlate  and  unforeseen  significant 
econoalc  hardship  If  corrective  action  Is  not  taken.  The  No  Action  option 
Is  not  a  feasible  alternative. 

B.  Baaoh/Bankllne  Placeaent.  Beach/Bankllne  PlaceMnt  reaoves 
sedlaenta  from  the  navigation  channel  and  has  been  utilized  In  the  past. 
However,  the  space  available  for  placMont  Is  at  a  preaiuB,  and  this 
alternative  also  leaves  dredged  aaterlal  vulnerable  to  erosion  or  entry 
back  Into  the  river. 

C.  Fleodfila<«  «i»  This  alternative  proposes  placing  aaterlal 

on  nuaerous  sites  (other  than  the  Treats  Island  placeaent  site)  on  lowlands 
adjacent  to  the  dredge  cut.  These  sites  are  currently  bottoaland  hardwoods 
and/or  open  aarsh.  The  placeaent  of  dredged  aaterlal  In  this  wetland  habi¬ 
tat  would  violate  Ezecutlve  Order  11990:  Protection  of  Vetlands.  Federal 
agencies  are  required  by  law  to  alnlaize  the  destruction,  loss,  or  degrada¬ 
tion  of  wetlands  and  to  avoid  direct  or  Indirect  support  of  construction  In 
wetlands  wherever  a  practicable  alternative  exists.  Such  a  practicable 
alternative  exists  for  this  project. 

0.  nt  on  Treats  Island.  This  Is  the  preferred  alternative  for 

this  project.  The  placeaent  site  Is  confined  on  two  sides  by  aaterlal  pre¬ 
viously  placed  In  the  1930 's  during  construction  of  the  navigation  channel 
and  would  yield  an  estlaated  holding  capacity  of  14,000  to  15,000  cubic 
yards  of  dredged  aaterlal.  This  estlaated  voluae  should  be  sufficient  to 
accosasHlate  the  requlreaents  for  this  dredge  cut. 

Utilization  of  this  alternative  would  not  result  In  any  off-slte  erosion  or 
algration  of  dredged  aaterlal,  nor  would  flood  heights  In  the  vicinity  be 
lapse ted. 
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IV.  IMFEASIBLE  ALTERMAIIVES  ELIMINATED  FROK  DETAILED  EVAUDATIOM. 


No  othor  suitabl*  sites  could  be  found  within  Dresden  Pool  beceuse  of 
current  lend  use  or  leek  of  river  eceess.  New  sites  obteined  et  Brendon 
Roed  Lock  end  Dresden  Islend  Lock  were  not  considered.  These  sites  heve 
lieited  cepecity  end  ere  intended  for  use  by  locel  dredge  cuts.  Another 
fector  considered  is  thet  the  cost  of  trensportetion  over  long  distences 
is  such  greeter  then  utilizetion  of  suiteble  locel  sites. 

The  side  chennel  eree  behind  Treets  Islend  wes  eliaineted  es  e  site  beceuse 
it  is  e  functionel  wetlend  system. 

Benkline  plecement  within  e  reesoneble  distence  of  the  dredge  cut  wes 
eliaineted.  Any  site  thet  might  provide  en  edequete  placement  site  hes 
elreedy  been  used  or  is  too  limited  for  aeteriel  requiring  placement. 


The  environment  effected  by  the  scope  of  this  project  (epproxiaetely  1 
acre)  is  limited  to  non*wetlend  forest  habitat  of  the  site  itself  end  to 
the  riparian  off-loading  location  under  the  power  lines.  The  off-loading 
eree  is  less  then  0.1  acre  end  hes  a  roclf^/sencty  layer  with  enough  topsoil 
to  support  scattered  plant  growth.  It  is  out  of  the  floodwey  but  would  be 
inundated  with  a  100-yeer  flood  (Appendix  B).  A  crane  would  off-load  the 
materiel  to  the  riparian  area.  The  first  material  off-loaded  would  be  used 
to  build  a  platform  or  staging  area  onto  which  additional  material  would  be 
placed  and  then  pushed  by  bulldozer  into  the  area  between  the  old  dredged 
material  placement  piles. 

These  sites  would  need  some  vegetative  clearing  of  ground  cover  and  small 
trees  prior  to  placement  of  the  dredged  material.  The  cleared  trees 
(mostly  pole  size  and  immature)  and  shrubs  would  be  pushed  into  piles  at 
the  edge  of  the  off-loading  site  and  toward  the  downstream  end  of  the  site 
(where  feasible  and  practicable)  and  not  burned.  This  would  provide 
concealment  and  protection  for  area  wildlife  from  predators  and  from  the 
elements.  No  off-slte  habitats  would  be  affected. 


VI.  ENVIRONMENTAL  IMPACTS  OF  THE  PREFERRED  ALTERNATIVE. 


Potential  Impacts  associated  with  the  preferred  alternative  would  be 
limited  to  the  forested  area  parallel  to  the  Illinois  Waterway  system 
between  the  two  rows  of  old  dredged  material  and  the  riparian  off-loading 
location  under  the  power  lines. 

Effects  of  the  preferred  alternative  on  natural  resources  and  historic 
properties  are  summarized  In  table  EA-1. 
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T/IMJ  iA-1 


TypM  of 

Air  quality 

Araaa  of  particular  coneam 
ulthln  tiM  coaatal  lona 

Endanparad  and  thraatanad 
apaclaa  critical  habitat 

Flah  and  ulldllfa 

Floo^alna 

Hlataric  and  cultural  propartlaa 

PriM  and  «ai1qua  faraland 


Iffaeta  of  tha  Prafarrad  Actlan 

w  wd  ftrtwt  twfflrrw 


Autharltlaa 

Claan  Air  Act,  aa  aamdad 
(42  U.S.C.  IdSh-t.  at  aaq.) 

Coaatal  Zona  Nanagnaant 
Act  of  1972,  aa  aaandad 

Endanparad  Spaclaa  Act 
of  1973,  aa  anindad  (16 
U.S.C.  1531,  at  aaq.) 

Flah  and  Wlldllfo  Coor¬ 
dination  Act  (16  U.S.C. 

661,  at  aaq.) 

Exacutiva  Ordar  11988, 

Flood  Plain  Nanapaaant 

National  Historic  Praaarva- 
tlon  Act  of  1966,  aa  aaandad 
(16  U.S.C.  470,  at  aaq.) 

CEO  Waawrandua  of  Aupuat  1, 
1980;  Analyala  of  lapacts 
on  Priaa  or  Uniqua  Aprlcul- 
tural  Lands  In  laplaaantlnp 
tha  National  Enrlronaantal 
Policy  Act 


Uatar  quality  Claan  Mstar  Act  of  1977,  aa 

■aandsd  (33  U.S.C.  1251,  at 
aaq.) 


of  Effacti 

No  slpnlflcant  affact 


Not  praaant  In  plan¬ 
ning  aroa 

No  significant  Iqpacts 
anticipstad 


No  significant  offset 


No  significwt  affact 


No  significant  affact 


No  significant  offset 


No  significant  affact 


Wetlands 


Wild  and  scenic  rivara 


Exacutiva  Order  11990, 
Protactlon  of  Wetlands, 
24  Nay  1977 


Wild  and  Scenic  Nivara 
Act,  as  aaMndad  (16 
U.S.C.  1271,  at  aaq.) 


Praaant  In  planning 
area.  Loss  of  <0.1 
aero  of  regulated  uat 
land  (App.  0,  p.  4). 

Not  praaant  In  plan¬ 
ning  aroa 
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A.  Htatwlc  frgPtrtlM-  The  corps  Is  required  to  search  for.  iden¬ 
tify,  and  detensine  effects  upon  historic  properties  eligible  for,  or 
listed  on,  the  National  Register  of  Historic  Places  and  to  seek  coaaents 
froa  the  appropriate  State  Historic  Preservation  Officer  (SHPO) .  These 
requirements  are  proaulgated  under  Section  106  of  the  National  Historic 
Preservation  Act  of  1966,  as  aaended,  and  its  iapleaenting  regulations, 

36  CFR  Part  800:  Protection  of  Historic  Properties.  The  Corps  deterained 
that  a  cultural  resource  survey  was  not  necessary  for  this  placement  site 
because  historic  dredge  placeisent,  consisting  primarily  of  large  boulders, 
covered  the  entire  land  surface.  The  Corps  coordinated  this  determination 
with  the  Illinois  SHPO  by  letter  on  January  4,  1993,  and  received  their 
concurrence  on  January  25,  1993. 

B.  Manmade  Resources.  The  proposed  project,  located  in  the  Dresden 
Island  Pool,  may  be  considered  a  manmade  resource  since  it  is  a  natural 
resource  modified  by  man  to  facilitate  waterborne  commerce  on  the  Illinois 
Waterway.  The  9 -foot  river  channel  is  essential  to  commercial  navigation 
on  the  Illinois  Waterway.  The  series  of  pools  and  channel  were  created  and 
are  controlled  by  operation  of  the  locks  and  dams  in  conjunction  with  other 
components  of  the  Illinois  Waterway  9-foot  Channel  Navigation  project. 
Completion  of  this  project  would  covinteract  past  effects  of  sediment 
accumulation  in  the  channel  and  aid  commercial  navigation. 

C.  Natural  Resources.  The  proposed  project  would  take  place 
exclusively  in  the  terrestrial  environment.  Potential  sources  of  impacts 
from  this  project  include  flora  which  grows  there  and  fauna  that  utilize 
this  area  for  feeding,  loafing,  nesting,  etc. 

This  site  has  8  to  10  mature  trees  reaching  70  to  80  feet  in  height.  The 
largest  is  an  old  cottonwood,  having  a  diameter  of  over  4  feet,  and  is 
located  approximately  550  feet  downstream  from  the  power  lines.  The 
dredged  material  would  be  kept  upstream  from  this  tree.  There  is  a  sub¬ 
canopy  layer  of  regeneration  and  pole -sized  trees  with  a  10-  to  20 -foot 
height.  Some  of  the  tree  species  present  are  elm,  box  elder,  silver  maple, 
hackberry,  and  cottonwood.  A  rather  large  dead  tree  should  be  left  in 
place  if  possible  as  it  provides  good  habitat  for  nesting  squirrels  and 
birds.  There  is  enough  sunlight  penetration  to  permit  some  shrub  and 
ground  cover  growth.  The  shrub/herbaceous  layer  consists  of  many  common 
and  hardy  species  such  as  asters,  Virginia  creeper,  grasses,  gooseberry, 
poison  ivy,  and  smartweeds,  but  is  thinned  by  the  rocky  nature  of  the 
grotind. 

Many  species  of  woodland  songbirds  and  small  maomals  inhabit  the  site. 

Signs  of  wildlife,  such  as  tracks  and  droppings  of  deer,  squirrel,  and 
raccoon,  are  common  on  the  island. 

The  preferred  placeisent  site  contains  no  rookeries,  critical  wildlife 
habitats,  sand  beaches,  water -oriented  recreational  facilities,  public 
parks  or  recreation  areas,  or  water  sport  areas. 
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Th«  project  would  not  iopact  spawning  areas,  ichthyoplankton,  fish 
■Igration  routes,  sport  fishing  areas,  ■ussel  beds,  aquatic  plant 
coBBunities,  side  channels,  backwaters,  or  sloughs. 

Soae  riparian  vegetation  would  be  cleared  to  allow  for  placeaent  of  the 
dredged  naterial  by  crane.  Woody  and  herbaceous  understory  vegetation 
would  be  cleared  but  should  quickly  reappear  after  each  dredging  event. 

0.  Eniianfered  Soeciea.  The  federally  endangered  Indiana  bat  (Myotis 
sodmlis)  may  forage  for  insects  along  the  Illinois  Waterway  corridor. 

The  Indiana  bat  prefers  habitat  containing  dead  trees  with  loose  bark  to 
establish  nursing  sites.  Caves  are  utilized  in  winter  for  hibernation. 
Large,  dead  trees  would  not  be  renoved  fr<m  the  placement  site  unless 
absolutely  necessary. 

The  federally  endangered  bald  eagle  (Haliaaetus  ieucocephaius)  normally 
migrates  south  to  overwinter  along  major  rivers,  such  as  the  Illinois. 

The  eagles  usually  begin  to  arrive  iu  the  area  in  late  Noveid>er  or  early 
December.  They  forage  for  fish  where  they  can  find  open  water,  such  as 
the  tailwaters  below  the  lock  and  dam  co^>lexes.  The  eagles  rest  and  loaf 
in  the  larger  trees  and  snags  along  the  shoreline.  The  trees  provide 
excellent  vantage  points  for  fishing.  In  the  evening,  the  eagles  seek 
shelter  in  roost  trees  that  provide  protection  from  winter  weather.  The 
removal  of  large  trees  that  provide  potential  eagle  habitat  would  be 
avoided. 

Three  federally  endangered  or  threatened  plant  species  are  listed  as 
occurring  or  potentially  occxurring  in  Will  County,  Illinois.  They  are 
the  leafy  prairie  clover  (Dalea  follosa),  the  eastern  prairie  fringed 
orchid  (Platanehera  leuocophaea) ,  and  the  lakeside  daisy  (Hymanoxls 
herbacea) .  The  prairie  habitats  necessary  for  the  occtirrence  of  these 
species  are  not  found  at  the  placesmnt  site. 

Early  coordination  with  State  and  Federal  resource  agencies  has  not 
revealed  any  objections  or  concerns  over  potential  impacts  to  Indiana 
bats,  bald  eagles,  or  endangered  or  threatened  plant  species. 

The  proposed  project  would  not  impact  any  State  or  Federal  rare, 
threatened,  or  endangered  species  or  their  critical  habitat. 

E.  Air  and  Noise  Quality.  Limited  air  pollution  effects  would  be  pro¬ 
duced  from  machinery  exhaust.  The  immediate  area  surrounding  the  placement 
site  is  comprised  of  Indiistrial,  agricultural,  or  undeveloped  environs,  so 
impacts  should  be  minimal.  Similar  temporary  noise  and  machinery  exhaust 
would  be  produced  by  tractors  during  moving  and  shaping  of  dredged 
material . 
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VII. 


I  ,  1  Cl  •  1 , 1  wA*i  iKmO  JIkLiJTi  ^  c*  ^  a  '■< :« 'a  »».' »» «  j  c  •  vi  Ai 


If  the  No  Action  Alternative  were  iapleaented,  the  natural  resources  of 
the  area  suiy  laprove  as  the  waterway  tries  to  revert  to  a  aore  natural 
state.  As  the  channel  closes  froa  shoaling,  coaaerclal  navigation  would 
cease.  Currently,  this  Is  a  grossly  laprobabla  scenario  that  leads  to  the 
conclusion  that  the  No  Action  Alternative  Is  not  practicable. 

If  the  Beach/Bankllne  PlacesMnt  Alternative  Is  lapleaented,  the  dredged 
aaterlal  quantities  would  continue  to  rise  as  the  previously  dredged 
aaterlal  slowly  erodes  back  Into  the  river.  Continued  utilization  of  this 
alternative  would  result  In  adverse  lapacts  to  the  terrestrial  and  aquatic 
natural  resources  of  the  project  area. 

lapleaentatlon  of  the  Floodplain  Alternative  would  result  In  the  destruc¬ 
tion  of  peraanent  to  seal-peroMnent  wetland  areas.  They  would  be  filled 
with  dredged  aaterlal,  ellalnatlng  laportant  waterfowl  and  fuzbearer 
habitat.  Utilization  of  this  alternative  would  require  altlgatlon  to 
recover  lost  wetland  and  shallow  water  habitat.  Given  the  fact  that  a 
practicable  alternative  has  been  Identified,  utilization  of  the  Floodplain 
Alternative  trould  violate  Executive  Order  11990,  Protection  of  Wetlands. 


VIII. 


PROBABLE  ADVERSE  EHVIR 


:al  impacts  which  cannot  be  avoided. 


Understory  vegetation  would  be  tenporarily  lost,  but  would  revegetate  after 
each  dredging  event  with  herbaceous  vegetation  first  and  aore  slowly  with 
woody  aaterlal. 

Due  to  the  recreational  boating  and  waterfowl  hunting  use  In  the  vicinity, 
local  wildlife  has  becosw  acc\istoaed  to  soae  level  of  disturbance . 

Tea^rary  avoidance  of  the  project  area  would  cause  only  short- tern  and 
aarglnal  lapacts  to  area  wildlife.  Through  post-project  site  revegetation, 
net  benefits  to  area  wildlife  are  anticipated. 


IX.  COMPLIANCE  WITH  ENVIRONMENTAL  QUALITY  STATUTES. 


Tabular  sunaatlon  of  coapllance  can  be  found  In  table  EA-2. 

A.  Endangered  Species  Act  of  1973.  as  anended.  The  project  would  not 
lapact  any  endangered  species. 

B.  National  Historic  Preservation  Act  of  1966.  as  anended.  Project 
plans  have  been  coordinated  with  the  Illinois  SHPO,  and  they  have 
determined  that  the  project  would  not  lapact  any  significant  historic 
architectural  or  archaeological  resources. 
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■•UtiotwhlD  of  Ptww  to  Etwirwnf  t  Profctlon 
Stitut—  md  Othf  tfw«rwnf  1  ««i||rMnTl 


Ftdtf  t  Pottctw 


ArchMologfcal  and  HUtorIc  Praacrvation  Act.  16  U.S.C.  469,  at  aaq. 

Claan  Air  Act,  aa  aaandad,  42  U.S.C.  1857h-7,  at  aaq. 

Coaatal  Zona  Nanaganant  Act,  16  U.S.C.  1451,  at  aaq. 

Endanqarad  Spaciaa  Act.  16  U.S.C.  1531,  at  aaq. 

Eatuary  Protaction  Act,  16  U.S.C.  1221,  at  aaq. 

Fadaral  Uatar  Projaet  Racraation  Act,  16  U.S.C.  460*1<12),  at  aaq. 

Fiah  and  Uildlifa  Coordination  Act,  16  U.S.C.  601,  at  aaq. 

Land  and  Uatar  Conaarvation  Ftaid  Act,  16  U.S.C.  460/-460/-11,  at  aaq. 

Marina  Protaction  Raoaarch  and  Sanctuary  Act.  S3  U.S.C.  1401,  at  aaq. 

National  Environaantal  Policy  Act,  42  U.S.C.  4321,  at  aaq. 

National  Niatoric  Praaarvation  Act,  16  U.S.C.  470a,  at  aaq. 

Rivara  and  Harliora  Act,  33  U.S.C.  403,  at  aaq. 

Uatarahad  Protaction  and  Flood  Pravantion  Act,  16  U.S.C.  1001,  at  aaq. 

Uild  and  Scanic  Rivara  Act,  16  U.S.C.  1271,  at  aaq. 

Flood  Plain  Wanaa«awt  (Exacutiva  Ordar  11988) 

Protaction  of  Uotlanda  (Exacutiva  Ordar  11990) 

Environaantal  Effacta  Abroad  of  Major  Fadaral  Actiona  (Exacutiva  Ordar  12114) 
Fanaland  Protaction  Act 

Analyaia  of  lapacta  on  Priaw  and  Uniqua  Fanaland  (CEO  Manorandua,  11  Aug  80) 
NOTES: 


Full  coi^lianca 
Full  coaplianca 
Not  agplicabla 
Full  coaplianca 
Not  agplicabla 
Full  ca^>lianca 
Full  coaiplianca 
Not  agplicabla 
Not  agplicablo 
Full  ca^>lianca 
Full  coaplianca 
Full  co^>l(anca 
Not  agplicabla 
Full  coaplianca 
Full  coaplianca 
Full  coaplianca 
Not  applicabla 
Full  coaplianca 
Full  coaplianca 


a.  Full  coaplianca.  Having  aat  all  raquiroaants  of  tha  atatuta  for  tha  currant  ataga  of  planning 
(aithar  praauthorixation  or  poatauthorization). 

b.  Partial  coaplianca.  Not  having  aat  aoaa  of  tha  raquiraaanta  that  noraally  ara  aat  in  tha  currant 
ataga  of  planning. 


c.  Honcoapliance.  Violation  of  a  raquircaent  of  tha  atatuta. 


d.  go  requircaenta  for  tha  atatuta  raquirad;  coaplianca  for  tha  currant  ataga  of  planning. 


C.  Federal  W>f r  Project  R«cr»atlop  Act.  No  opportunities  for 
recreational  developaent  or  aspects  of  the  proposed  project  conducive 
to  recreational  developaent  have  been  identified. 

D.  Fish  and  Wildlife  Coordination  Act.  Project  plans  have  been 
coordinated  with  the  U.S.  Fish  and  Wildlife  Service  (USFVS)  and  the 
Illinois  Departaent  of  Conservation.  Coordination  responses  can  be  found 
in  appendix  A. 

E.  Wild  and  Scenic  Rivera  Act  of  1968.  as  SMnded.  Mo  portion  of  the 
Illinois  Waterway  is  listed  as  either  wild  or  scenic. 

F.  Executive  Order  11988  (Flood  Pl*ln  Metuiy*— Executive  Order 
11988  directs  Federal  agencies  to:  (1)  avoid  developaent  in  the  floodplain 
unless  it  la  the  only  practical  alternative;  (2)  reduce  the  hazards  and 
risks  associated  with  floods;  (3)  ainiaize  the  iapact  of  floods  on  huaan 
safety,  health,  and  welfare;  and  (4)  restore  and  preserve  the  nat\>ral  and 
beneficial  values  of  the  floodplain.  The  proposed  action  is  in  accordance 
with  Executive  Order  11988. 

G.  Executive  Order  11990  (Protection  of  Wetlands) .  Executive  Order 
11990  directs  Federal  agencies  to  ainiaize  the  destruction,  loss,  or 
degradation  of  wetlands,  and  enhance  the  natural  and  beneficial  values 

of  wetlands  when  a  practical  alternative  exists.  Wetland  definitions  aay 
apply  to  bottoaland  and  shoreline  areas  within  the  project  area.  The 
proposed  action  is  in  accordance  with  Executive  Order  11990. 

H.  Clean  Water  Act  (Sections  401  and  404>.  as  asMnded.  A  404(b)(1) 
Evaluation  has  been  prepared.  The  State  of  Illinois  has  granted  401  Water 
Quality  Certification  for  this  project. 

I.  Clean  Air  Act,  as  asMnded.  Ho  aspect  of  the  proposed  project  has 
been  identified  that  would  result  in  violations  to  air  quality  standards. 

J.  Famland  Protection  Policy  Act  of  1981.  The  proposed  project  would 
not  result  in  the  conversion  of  any  prise,  iinique,  or  State  or  locally 
iaportant  farsland  to  nonagricultural  uses. 

K.  National  Environsental  Policy  Act  of  1969.  as  SMnded.  The 
conpilation  of  the  EA  fulfills  NEPA  coopliance. 

L.  National  Econonic  Develoosent  INED)  Plan.  The  NED  Plan  is  the 
plan  which  best  satisfies  the  Federal  planning  objectives  of  increasing  the 
Nation's  output  of  goods  and  services  and  produces  the  sost  lBq>roveBent  to 
the  national  econoaic  efficiency.  The  proposed  plan  is  considered  the  best 
to  fulfill  the  NED  objective. 


EA-10 


X.  RBlATTOilSHlP  BgrWREM  SHORT-TERM  USE  AHD  LONG-TERM  PBODUCTIVITY. 


The  Illinois  Waterway  is  a  vital  coaponent  of  the  national  transportation 
infrastructure.  With  tiaely  and  appropriate  aaintenance,  it  will  continue 
to  serve  recreational,  coaaercial,  and  environaental  interests  for  the  long 
tera. 

Without  this  use  of  the  terrestrial  environaent  to  reaove  sediaents  froa 
the  river,  the  navigation  channel  will  deteriorate  froa  shoaling,  even¬ 
tually  closing  the  channel  to  coaaercial  navigation. 


XI.  IRREVERSIBLE  OR  IRRETRIEVABLE  COMMITMEMTS  OF  RESOURCES  IF  PROJECT  IS 


IMPLI 


Fuel  consuaed,  aanpower  expended,  and  the  conaitaent  of  constniction 
aaterials  are  considered  to  be  irretrievable. 


XII.  SOCIOECOHOMIC  IMPACTS  OF  THE  PREFERRED  ALTERMATIVE. 


A.  Coaaunitv  and  Reaional  Growth.  No  significant  iaaediate  effects  to 
cosnunity  or  regional  growth  would  result  froa  the  project. 

B.  CoMwinity  Cohesion.  Placeaent  of  dredged  aaterial  at  the  site 
would  not  affect  cnnaiinity  cohesion  as  the  site  is  located  on  an  island  in 
the  Illinois  Waterway.  The  prevalent  land  use  in  the  area  Is  industrial. 

C.  Diaolaceaent  of  Peonle.  The  project  would  necessitate  no 
residential  displaceaents . 

D.  Property  Values  and  Tax  Revenues.  There  would  be  no  iapacts  on 
property  values  or  tax  revenues  in  the  project  area  as  a  result  of  the 
proposed  project.  The  site  has  previously  been  used  for  dredged  aaterial 
placeaent . 


E.  Public  Facilities  and  Services.  The  project  would  have  positive 
iapacts  on  public  facilities  and  services.  Maintenance  of  the  9 -foot 
channel  is  essential  for  coaaercial  navigation  on  the  Illinois  Waterway. 

F.  Life.  Health,  and  Safety.  The  project  would  have  no  adverse 
effects  on  life  or  health.  The  project  would  help  aaintain  the  9-foot 
channel  for  coaaercial  navigation  and  reduce  the  potential  for  groundings. 

G.  Business  and  Industrial  Growth.  There  would  be  no  increase  in 
business  and  industrial  activity  during  project  construction.  Utilization 
of  this  placeaent  site  would  necessitate  no  business  or  industrial 
relocations . 
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H.  I^har  forrm  Thmtm  would  b«  no  ponMnont  effoet  on 
•roa  oKployaont  in  tho  projoet  vicinity. 

I.  Faro  Dianlae— nt.  No  fanaa  or  faraland  would  ba  affactad  by  tha 
propoaad  placaoant  of  dradgad  oatarial. 

J.  Moiaa  Lavala.  Tha  taoporary  incraaaa  in  noiaa  lavala  during 
dradgad  natarlal  placaaant  would  not  hava  a  notawortiiy  or  lasting  iapact. 

K.  Aaathatica .  Tha  aasthatic  appaal  of  any  typa  of  dradging  activity 
is  low;  howavar,  tha  crast  of  tha  rivar  sida  of  tha  araa  would  scraan  nuch 
of  tha  dradgad  ■atarial  placaoant  sita  from  rivar  usars.  Ovar  tioa,  tha 
placaaant  sita  would  ba  vagatatad.  Thara  would  ba  no  paroanant  advarsa 
iapacts . 


XIII.  MIATIOHSHIf  TO  UHP-VSB  PIAHS- 


Tha  projact,  as  proposad,  would  not  conflict  with  any  land  usa  plana.  Tha 
U.S.  Ars^  Corps  of  Enginaara  doas  not  hava  a  Land  Usa  Allocation  Plan  for 
tha  Illinois  Vatarway  duo  to  tha  lack  of  Corps  ownarshlp  on  tha  systaa. 


XIV.  CONCLUSION. 


Analysis  of  savaral  altamatlvas  for  this  projact  concludes  that  tha 
utilization  of  tha  prafarrad  altamativa,  located  at  RM  279.6  to  279. 7L 
batwaan  two  parallel  rows  of  old  dradgad  Batarlal,  bast  achlavas  tha 
project's  goals  and  obj actives. 


XV.  COgBPIHftllOH. 


All  coordinatiwn  letters  froa  tha  Rock  Island  District  for  this  projact 
with  State  and  Federal  govamaantal  agencies  can  ba  found  in  appendix  A 
followed  by  any  rasponsaa  received.  Coordination  was  initiated  early  and 
continued  throti^out  the  planning  process.  Tha  following  agancias  hava 
been  contacted: 

Illinois  Dapartaent  of  Transportation 
Illinois  Historical  Preservation  Agency 
Illinois  Dapartaent  of  Conservation 
Illinois  Natural  History  Survey 
Illinois  Environaantal  Protactirn  Agency 
U.S.  Fish  and  Wildlife  Service 
U.S.  Environaantal  rr. ^action  Agency 
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Th«  Illinois  Dopartasnt  of  Consorvatlon  has  no  objsctlons  to  tha  usa  of 
this  proparty . 

Iha  Illinois  Daputy  Stata  Historic  Prasarvation  Officar  has  datansinad  that 
no  significant  historic,  architactural ,  or  archaaological  rasourcas  ara 
locatad  vithin  tha  projact  araa. 

Tha  USFVS  has  dataminad  that  thara  ara  no  rara  or  andangarad  spacias  nor 
any  critical  habitat  dasignatad  in  tha  projact  araa.  If  such  is  discovarad 
at  a  latar  data,  tha  USFVS  will  ha  contactad. 
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FINDING  OF  NO  SIGNIFICANT  IMPACT 


MATERIAL  PLACEMENT  SITE  F(» 
MAI3»TENAMCE  DREDGING.  TREATS  ISLAND 
ILLINOIS  VATERUAY 
WILL  COUNTY.  ILLINOIS 


I  have  revievad  the  inforaatlon  in  this  Envlronaental  Assessaent,  along 
with  data  obtained  froa  Federal  and  State  agencies  having  jurisdiction  by 
law  or  special  expertise,  and  froa  the  interested  public.  I  find  that  the 
placeaent  of  dredged  aaterial  in  the  aanner  prescribed  in  this  Environ- 
aental  Assessaent  on  Treats  Island,  Illinois  Waterway,  will  not  signifi¬ 
cantly  affect  the  quality  of  the  htssan  environaent.  Therefore,  it  is  my 
deteralnation  that  an  Environaental  lapact  Stateaent  is  not  required. 

This  deteralnation  %d.ll  be  reevaluated  if  warranted  by  later  developaents . 

Factors  that  were  considered  in  asking  this  deteralnation  that  an 
Environaental  lapact  Stateaent  was  not  required  were  as  follows: 

a.  The  Illinois  On-Site  Inspection  Teaa  uniforaly  recosawnded  that 
placeaent  on  Treats  Island  will  be  preferred  over  other  alternatives. 

b.  Placeaent  on  Treats  Island  will  peraanently  reaove  the  dredged 
aaterial  froa  the  floodway,  thereby  reducing  future  dredging  probleas  in 
the  area. 

c.  Placeaent  on  Treats  Island  will  avoid  adverse  lsq>acts  to  aquatic 
flora  and  fauna  associated  w  th  bankline  placeaent. 

d.  The  proposed  preferred  alternative  provides  the  best  practicable 
solution  to  the  dredged  aaterial  placeaent  problea  at  this  dredge  cut. 

e.  Early  and  ongoing  coordination  with  State  and  Federal  agencies 
has  been  aaintained  during  the  planning  process  to  address  any  potential 
concerns  that  aay  arise  froa  this  project. 


Kraus 
U.S.  Arny 
t  Engineer 


Date 


CENCR-PD-E 


27  S«pt«ib«r  1993 
XRACimf/5174 


NENORANDUN  THRO 


FOR 


SUBJECTr^  Stat«i«nt  of  Findings  (SOF)  for  Operation  and 
Maintenance  Dredging  near  Treats  Island  on  the  Illinois 
Waterway  in  Will  County,  Illinois. 


1.  The  report,  Bnvironsental  Assessment.  Material  Placesent 
Site  for  Maintenance  Dredging.  Treats  Island.  Illinois  Waterway. 
Will  County.  Illinois.  June  1993.  with  unsigned  Finding  of  No 
Significant  Impact  (FONSI) ,  Section  404(b)(1)  Evaluation  with 
unsigned  Findings  of  Compliance  (FOC)  have  been  distributed 

for  a  30-day  public  review  and  comment  period  ending  on  or  about 
23  July  1993.  The  Public  Notice  for  the  Section  404  permit  was 
distributed  for  a  30-day  review  period  ending  23  September  1993. 

2.  Comments  received  are  summarized  in  the  enclosed  SOF. 
District  responses  follow  each  summary. 

3.  All  required  certification  pursuant  to  the  Clean  Water  Act 
from  the  State  of  Illinois  has  been  received. 

4.  Recommend  the  DE  sign  the  enclosed  FONSI,  SOF,  and  FOC. 

After  signing,  please  return  to  PD-E  for  inclusion  into  the 
report. 


3  Ends  MICHAEL  A.  COCKERILL 

Chief,  Environmental  Analysis 
Branch 


CF  (all  wo/ ends) 
Dist  File  (PD) 
PD-E 

PD-E  (DEISS) 

OD 

OD-MR 

OD-MC  (Cox) 

OD'SF  '' 


MATERIAL  PLACEMENT  SITE  FOR 
MAINTENANCE  ISIE06IN6,  TREATS  ISLAND 
ILLINOIS  WATERWAY 
WILL  COUNTY,  ILLINOIS 

8TATBMIMT  OF  FIMDIMOS 

I-  PgftitOt  PflCTlPtioa- 

A.  This  statsmmt  concenw  a  proposal  by  the  Rock 
Island  District  of  the  U.S.  Any  Corps  of  Engineers  (CENCR) 
to  place  dredged  saterial  for  maintenance  dredging  on  Treats 
Island  in  Will  County,  Illinois.  Treats  Island  is  locatiMl 
at  approximate  River  Mile  (RM)  279.4-280.1  on  the  Illinois 
Waterway. 

B.  An  Environmental  Assessment  (EA)  addressing  the 
impacts  of  the  proposed  project  has  been  prepared  and 
circulated  for  public  review.  Accoaqpanying  the  EA  is  a 
Clean  Water  Act,  Section  404(b)(1)  Evaluation. 

II.  Biiblic  interest  Review. 

The  public  notice  for  this  project  was  issued  on  August  25, 
1993,  and  expired  on  September  23,  1993.  It  was  sent  to 
post  offices;  appropriate  city,  county.  State,  and  Federal 
agencies;  and  other  interested  parties.  A  mailing  list  for 
the  public  notice  is  included  in  the  permit  file. 

III.  Fublio  Review  Comments. 

The  following  is  a  list  of  the  comments  received  during  the 
public  review  period.  Each  is  followed  by  CENCR 's  response. 

A.  The  Illinois  Department  of  Agriculture  heartily 
supports  the  selection  and  use  of  Treats  Island  for  the 
placement  of  dredged  material. 

RESPONSE:  None  required. 

B.  The  Federal  Emergency  Management  Agency,  Region  V, 
reiterates  Executive  Order  11988,  Flood  Plain  Management  and 
also  states,  "The  responsibility  for  determining  flood  plain 
impacts  rests  with  the  project  sponsor  and  the  affected 
Federal  and  State  agencies  who  are  supporting  and/or 
permitting  the  project." 

RESPONSE:  None  required. 

C.  The  Illinois  Department  of  Conservation  (IL  DOC) 
stated  that  its  earlier  letter,  located  in  the  Pertinent 
Correspondence  section  of  the  EA,  which  Included  the 
Permit  for  Dredged  Material  Placement,  was  not  complete. 


The  IL  DOC  recoseends  that  the  missing  page  be  included  in 
any  future  mailings  concerning  this  project. 

RESPONSE:  ^nie  missing  page  was  inadvertently 
omitted  in  the  printing  of  the  document.  While  it  is 
regrettable,  the  page  is  not  critical  to  the  EA.  The  letter 
has  been  included  in  its  entirety  in  this  document. 

D.  The  U.S.  Environmental  Protection  Agency  (EPA) , 
Region  V,  does  not  object  to  the  project,  as  proposed.  They 
have  included  some  comments  for  consideration: 

1.  While  the  EPA  concurs  with  the  plan  of  placing 
the  cleared  trees  and  shrubs  into  piles  at  the  edge  of  the 
site  to  provide  habitat,  they  would  like  to  see  the  removed 
trees  replaced. 

2.  Revegetation  of  the  site  should  be  accomplished 
after  placement  of  dredged  material. 

3.  The  EPA  recommends  the  use  of  measures  which 
will  prevent  spillage  or  runoff  of  the  dredged  material  into 
the  river. 

4.  Use  of  turbidity  control  measures  during 
dredging  are  advised. 

5.  Measures  to  reduce  increased  noise  levels  and 
exhaust  emissions  during  dredging  activities  should  be 
taken,  and  the  contract  should  mandate  the  use  of  best 
management  practices. 

RESPONSES: 

1.  &  2.  CENCR  has  coordinated  with  the  U.S.  Fish 
and  Wildlife  Service  (FWS) ,  to  ested>lish  a  practicable 
remediation  program  for  the  site.  The  placement  of  a  cap 
material  and  planting  of  mast  producing  trees  will  take 
place  after  the  final  dredging  event.  The  cap  material 
will  come  from  a  site  to  be  determined  at  that  time.  A 
revegetation  mixture  of  four  species  has  been  chosen  for 
this  site.  They  are  Bur  oak  fOuercus  macrocaroa) .Hill^s 
or  Northern  Pin  oak  (Quercus  elliosoidalis^ ,  Chinquapin  or 
Yellow  Chestnut  oak  fOuercus  muehlenberaii)  and  Red  cedar 
fJuniperus  virginiana) .  The  trees  will  be  in  2  gallon 
containers,  at  a  minimum,  when  they  are  transported  to 
Treats  Island.  The  trees  will  be  planted  with  a  spacing  of 
20  feet  and  mulched  in  a  3  foot  radius.  The  area  to  be 
planted  is  approximately  70  x  550  feet  and  will  accommodate 
approximately  100  trees.  CENCR  will  monitor  the  results  and 
if  the  failure  rate  is  greater  than  50%  then  we  will 
investigate  and  determine  the  cause.  CENCR  will  then 
institute  the  best  possible  remediation  allowable.  CENCR 
feels  that  this  plan  will  allow  for  the  best  results  given 
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the  dredged  material  being  placed  on  the  island  by  this 
project. 


3.  Because  of  the  nature  of  the  placement,  there 
will  be  no,  or  very  minor,  spillage  or  runoff  of  dredged 
material  into  the  river.  The  EPA's  suggested  measures  would 
not  be  necessary. 

4.  The  dredging  technigue  that  is  to  be  used  at  the 
Treats  Island  dredge  cut  minimizes  the  eunount  of  turbidity 
for  dredging  events. 

5.  These  items  are  already  required  by  CENCR. 

E.  The  U.S.  Fish  and  Wildlife  Service  (FWS)  concurs 
with  our  findings  that  the  project,  as  proposed,  will  have 
no  effect  on  federally  listed  endangered  species.  Other 
comments  follow: 

1.  The  EA  does  not  indicate  the  life  of  the 
disposal  site. 

2.  The  EA  does  not  adequately  address  revegetation. 
The  FWS  suggests  that  CENCR  coordinate  with  the  IL  DOC  to 
develop  a  revegetation  plan  for  the  site. 

3.  The  FWS  states  that  the  trees  and  shrubs  pushed 
into  piles  (windrows)  at  the  edge  of  the  site  would  attract 
predators  such  as  raccoons  and  skunks.  The  FWS  prefers 
CENCR  to  fell  the  trees  in  place  and  cover  them  with  dredged 
material . 


RESPONSES: 

1.  The  EA  states  the  capacity  of  the  site  and  the 
cubic  yards  per  dredging  event,  which  might  allow  for  a 
total  of  four  events.  The  average  time  between  dredging 
events  is  2-3  years.  That  would  give  a  total  of  12  years 
for  the  anticipated  length  of  the  site. 

2.  See  response  D  (1  &  2). 

3.  CENCR  will  windrow  the  trees  and  shrubs  located 
in  the  staging  area  at  the  edge  of  the  site.  The  trees  and 
shrubs  between  the  old  disposal  piles  will  be  felled  as 
space  is  needed  and  then  buried  with  dredged  material. 

IV.  aimmiarY  Of  EnvirQ««««fcal  Impaot  Review. 

A.  An  EA  has  been  prepared  for  this  project.  This 
review  has  not  identified  any  potentially  significant 
adverse  effects  resulting  from  the  implementation  of  the 
project  as  proposed.  Thus,  a  Finding  of  No  Significant 
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lapact  was  prepared  and  is  Included  as  an  appendix  in  the 
EA. 


B.  The  Section  404(b)(1)  Evaluation  prepared  for  this 
project  concluded  that,  as  proposed,  this  activity  will 
conply  with  the  guidelines  set  forth  in  40  CFR  230  with 
appropriate  conditions  as  discussed  in  the  evaluation 
document  and  this  Statement  of  Findings. 

V.  ffvrf^nr  Pfn^fTT7ff 

1  find  that  the  implementation  of  the  project,  as  proposed, 
and  under  the  conditions  set  forth  and  as  prescribed  by 
regulations  pviblished  in  33  CFR  Part  230  (Appendix  B) ,  33 
CFR  Parts  320  to  340,  40  CFR  Part  230  (if  appliceUsle) ,  and 
33  CFR  Part  250  (Implementation  of  Executive  Order  11988, 
Flood  Plain  Management)  is  in  the  public  interest. 


Date 
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ILLZM0Z8  NATBRMAY 
TMATS  ISLAND 
SAMPU  DATE:  23  JUNE  1989 
RlvMT  miM  279. 1-279. 4R 

#230  NASH  SDnCARY  OF  TESTING 


SAMPLE  NO. 

PERCENT  PASSING 
#230  SIEVE 

CLASSIFICATION  SYMBOL 
AND  DESCRIPTION 

IL-279.1 

R 

0.7% 

GP 

GRAY  SANDY  GRAVEL  WITH 
WOODY  MATERIAL 

IL-279.1 

(DUP) 

R 

1.2% 

GP 

GRAY  SANDY  GRAVEL  WITH 
WOODY  MATERIAL 

IL-279 . 1 

L 

1.8% 

GP 

GRAY  SANDY  GRAVEL 

IL-279.2 

R 

1.2% 

SP 

GRAY  GRAVELLY  COARSE  TO 
FINE  SAND  WITH  COAL, 
CINDERS,  AND  WOOD 

IL-279. 4 

R 

0.3% 

SP 

GRAY  GRAVELLY  COARSE  TO 
FINE  SAND  WITH  COAL, 
CINDERS,  AND  WOOD 

NOTES: 

1.  VISUAL  CLASSIFICATION  OF  SOILS  IS  IN  ACCORDANCE  WITH  "THE  UNIFIED 
SOILS  CLASSIFICATION  SYSTEM  (USCS).” 

2.  LABORATORY  TESTING  WAS  PERFORMED  IN  ACCORDANCE  WITH  EM 
1110-2-1906  DATED  20  NOV  70  REVISED  01  MAY  80,  20  AUG  86.  ALL  SAMPLES 
WERE  OVEN  DRIED  AT  110  DEGREES  CENTIGRADE.  SAMPLE  DESIGNATED  (DUP)  IS 
A  DUPLICATE  SAMPLE. 


Grain  Size  Analysis 


PLATE  3 


«l#l.v  TO 
ATTCNTiOM  09 


DCPARTMCNT  OF  THK  ARMY 

ROCK  ISLAND  DISTRICT.  CORRS  OR  ENOINCCRS 
CLOCK  TOWER  BUILDINO  -  R  O  BOX  2004 
ROCK  ISLAND.  ILLINOIS  01204-2004 


Planning  Division 


SEE  DISTRIBUTION  LIST 


This  Isttsr  is  to  notify  you  that  ths  Rock  Island 
District  of  ths  U.S.  Amy  Corps  of  Enginssm  is  currently 
proposing  to  place  dredged  saterial  on  Treats  Island, 
Dresden  Island  Pool,  Illinois  Waterway.  The  Rock  Island 
District  anticipates  distribution  of  an  Environsental 
Assessaent  (EA)  and  public  notice  regarding  this  action 
later  this  fiscal  year. 

Treats  Island  is  owned  by  the  Illinois  Departaent  of 
Conservation  and  is  located  in  Will  County  along  the  left 
descending  bank  of  the  Des  Plaines  River.  The  pressed 
site  is  located  at  river  aile  279.6  to  279. 7L  and  is 
approxiaately  550  feet  long,  it  lies  between  two  parallel 
ro%ra  of  dredged  aaterial  %diich  was  placed  there  during 
construction  of  the  aanaade  channel  in  the  1930s.  The 
parallel  rows  and  the  area  between  is  coiq;>osed  priaarily 
of  rocky  dredged  aaterial.  The  estiaated  capacity  for 
this  site  is  12,000  to  13,000  cubic  yards. 

The  Illinois  On-Site  Insprotion  Teaa  (OSIT)  visited 
the  island  in  Nay  of  1991  and  aade  recoaaendations  that 
the  site  be  used  for  dredged  aaterial  placeaent. 

Please  provide  your  coaaents,  concerns,  and  recoaaenda- 
tions  regarding  significant  natural  and  cultural  resources 
to  us  no  later  than  February  10,  1993.  A  aap  showing  the 
location  of  the  proposed  placeaent  site  and  the  dredge  cut 
froa  idiich  aost  of  the  dredged  aaterial  will  be  reaoved  is 
attached  for  your  reference. 

In  addition  to  the  proposed  site,  we  are  willing  to 
consider  any  other  operationally  feasible,  cost  effective, 
and  environaentally  acceptable  placeaent  site  that  is 
located  within  the  project  vicinity.  If  you  know  of  any 
potential  placeaent  site,  please  send  a  description  of 
its  location,  along  with  any  coaaents  you  nay  have. 
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If  you  liavo  any  quootiono  or  nood  additiofuil 
InforMtion,  ploaso  call  Mr.  Mandy  Kraolun  of  our 
EnviroiuMiital  Analysis  Bran^,  tsl^phons  309/788-6361, 
Bxt.  6174,  or  you  nay  writs  to  tbm  following  address: 

District  Bnginssr 

U.S.  Amy  Bnginssr  District,  Rock  island 
ATTN:  Planning  Division 
Clock  Towsr  Building 
P.O.  Box  2004 

Rock  Island,  Illinois  61204-2004 

Sincsrsly, 

ORIGINAL  SIGNED  BY 
PATRICK  T.  BURKE.  P.L 

Dudley  N.  Bansm,  P.B. 
Chief,  Planning  Division 

Attadasnt 

Copies  Furnished: 

Nr.  Michael  Mac  Mullen 
Assistant  Chief  Bnvironnental  Analysis 
U.S.  Bnvironnsntal  Protection 
Agency,  Region  5 
230  South  DeariBom 

Chicago,  Illinois  60604  (w/attachnent) 

Mr.  Robert  Schansle 

Pemit  Prograa  Manager,  I^^ct  Analysis  Division 
Illinois  Departnent  of  Conservation 
524  SoutJi  Second 

Springilel^,  Illinois  62706  (v/attachnent) 
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Mr.  Rlok  Itolscm 

rl«ld  8i9«irvisor 

Q.S.  Fish  and  midliftt  8«rvic« 

4469  -  4ith  hymaam  Court 
Rock  Zsland,  Zllinoio  61201 

Nr.  Valdas  Rdaokuo 
Rogional  AdMlnlstrator 
BnvirwiBantal  Roviaw  Bran^ 

U.S.  BnvironMntal  Protaction 
Agancy,  Raglon  5 
230  South  Daaxlmm 
Chicago,  Illinois  60604 

Mr.  Brant  Manning 
Diractor 

Zllinoio  D^Mirtaant  of  Consarvation 
524  South  Sacond 
Springfiald,  Illinois  62706 

Nr.  Vam  Klaan 
Natural  Haritaga  Dapartaant 
Illinois  Dapartaant  of  Consarvation 
600  North  Grand  Avanua  Mast 
Springfiald,  Illinois  62706 

Nr.  Bruoa  Yurdin 
Illinois  Bnvironaantal 
Protaction  Agancy 
2200  Churchill  Road 
Springfiald,  Illinois  62706 

Nr.  Dannis  xannady 
Tachnical  Analysis  and  Parait  Unit 
Illinois  Dapartaant  of  Transportation 
Division  of  Watar  Rasourcas 
3215  Bxacutiva  Park  Driva 

i>  f%  hav  1  OAftA 

Springfiald,  Illinois  62794-9484 

Nr.  Doug  Blodgatt 
LTRN  Piald  Station 
Illinois  Natural  History  Survay 
704  North  Schradar  Avanua 
Havana,  Illinois  62644 

Nr.  Thaodora  Hild 
Daputy  Stata  Historic 
Prasarvation  Officar 
Illinois  Historic 
Prasarvation  Agancy 
Old  Stata  Capitol 
Springfiald,  Illinois  62704 


r 


Deportmer^of  Conservation 

i»  and  land  togsther 


eohn  W.  Ooiiwrio 
Oapulif  Obvclor 

3nio»F.  Cl^f 
%aeMMl  Ofevdor 


uweotii  fOMM  FLAZA  •  iM  MinN  SMowp  iTRUT  •  smMQnBjD 

CNMaABOOfVKl  •  IIOOII4-nt  •  WMemAMDOimMIM 


January  20 »  1993 

Mr.  Dudley  M.  Haneon,  P.B. 

Chief,  Planning  Diviaion 
DepartaMnt  of  the  Aiwy 

Rock  Island  District,  Corps  of  Engineers 
Clock  Tower  Building,  P.O.  Box  2004 
Rock  Island,  Illinois  61204>2004 

Dear  Mr.  Hansont 

Reference  is  a«de  to  your  letter  of  January  4,  1993  concerning  the 
Rock  Island  District's  proposal  to  place  dred^;^  Material  on  Treats 
Island  in  the  Dresden  Island  Pool,  Illinois  Waterway. 

As  is  noted  in  the  letter.  Treats  Island  is  owned  by  the  Illinois 
PepartMsnt  of  Conservation.  Tour  agency  has  previously  coordinated 
the  proposed  disposal  activity  with  our  staff,  and  the  Deparfent 
has  no  objections  to  the  use  of  the  pn^erty.  It  is  understood 
that  this  action  will  be  governed  by  the  teres  of  Pemit  #9224  (COB 
OACW25-9-92-4007A) ,  a  copy  of  idiich  is  attached  for  your  ease  of 
reference.  In  addition,  the  project  will  have  to  coaply  with 
Section  106  of  the  Rational  Historic  Preservation  Act  of  1966. 

Please  contact  Robert  Schansle  of  ay  staff  at  217/782-3715  if  we 
aay  be  of  further  assistance  at  this  tis». 

Sincerely, 

Richard  W.  Lutz, 
lapact  Analysis 

RWLtRNS:np 
Attach8»nt 

cct  DOWR  (Kennedy) 

IBPA  (Turdin) 

IRHS  (Blodgett) 

USFWS  (Nelson) 

DSBPA  (Fenedick) 
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6ov«niMnt  Fll«  No.  :  I»CH2S-9>92-4007A 
Grantor's  Plla  No.: 

Location:  Das  Plainas  Rivar  Mila  279.7 


PERMn- FOR  DREOQED  MATERIAL  PU^CEMEI^ 


Tha  Stata  of  Illinois,  Oapartaant  of  Consarvation,  524  South 
Sacond  Straat,  Springfiald,  Illinois  62701>1787,  harainaftar 
rafarrad  to  as  tha  Grantor,  doas  haraby  grant  to  tha  Unitad 
Statas  of  Aaarica,  its  officars,  agants  and  aaployaas;  and  its 
contractors,  thair  agants  and  aaployaas,  harainaftar  rafarrad  to 
as  tha  Govamaant,  paraission  to  entar  upon  and  usa  tha  following 
land  locatad  in  tha  County  of  Hill,  stata  of  Illinois,  dascribad 
as  follows:  Traats  Island,  locatad  in  tha  watars  of  tha  Das 
Plainas  Rivar,  in  Saction  11,  Toimship  34  North,  Ranga  9  East  of 
tha  5th  Principal  Maridian,  for  tha  purposa  of  dapositing  dredged 
natarial  froa  dredging  operations  parfonad  within  tha  Das 
Plainas  Rivar,  during  tha  period  of  5  years  froa  tha  data  of  this 
Agraaaant,  but  revocable  by  tha  grantor  at  tha  end  of  any 
calendar  year. 

Said  dredged  aatarial  aay  be  deposited  on  tha  above  dascribad 
lands  in  such  aannar  as  suits  tha  convenience  of  tha  dredging 
operations  without  any  obligation  on  tha  part  of  tha  Govamaant 
to  level  or  otherwise  dress  tha  dredged  aatarial  deposits.  Said 
dredged  aatarial  shall  be  placed  under  tha  conaonwaalth  Edison 
power  lines  in  coaplianca  with  thair  guidelines  (placed  a  ainiaua 
of  10'  away  froa  tha  power  poles  and  leaving  a  ainiaua  of  20' 
clearance  under  tha  power  lines).  laaadiataly  downstraaa  of  the 
power  lines,  between  two  parallel  rows  of  old  dredged  aatarial, 
is  a  valley,  approxiaataly  650'  long  and  70'  wide  at  tha  paaJcs. 
The  walls  and  floor  of  tha  valley  are  cosprisad  of  rock  and  rocky 
natarial.  Dredged  natarial  shall  be  placed  hare  also.  Dredged 
aatarial  shall  be  kept  upstraaa  of  a  large  (4^  4'  dia.)  cottonwood 
tree,  locatad  within  tha  valley  and  approxiaataly  550'  downstraaa 
of  tha  power  lines.  Dredged  aatarial  shall  also  be  kept  below 
tha  peaks  of  tha  old  dredged  aatarial  banks,  to  retain  tha 
vegetation  along  tha  peaks. 

All  tools,  aquipnant  and  other  property  taken  upon  or  placed  upon 
tha  land  by  tha  Govamaant  shall  raaain  the  property  of  tha 
Govamaant  and  nay  be  raaovad  by  tha  Govamaant  at  any  time 
within  a  reasonable  period  after  tha  expiration  of  this 
instruaant. 

Tha  granting  of  this  paraission  doas  not  obligate  tha  Govamaant 
to  parfom  any  dredging  operation  for  dapositing  of  dreigad 
natarial  upon  tha  above  dascribad  property. 

Activities  of  tha  Govarznaant  upon  lands  of  tha  Grantor  pursuant 
to  this  parait,  including  but  not  United  to  dredged  natarial 
placaaant,  site  preparation,  and  aquipnant  staging,  will  be 
conducted  in  accordance  with  tha  following  suggested  guidelines 
established  by  tha  Illinois  Dapartaant  of  Conservation,  Central 
Zona,  District  wildlife  Manager:  .  , 


1.  That  dradging  not  occur  until  aftar  tha  closa  of  the 
waterfowl  season  (Central  Zona)  specifically  tha  Pnek  season 
which  generally  runs  on  or  about  the  aonth  of  Noveaber. 

2.  That  the  Corps  of  Engineers  notify  the  contractor  (if  one  is 
used)  in  writing  of  the  dates  of  the  Central  OucJc  Hunting  Zone, 
^is  inforaation  is  generally  available  the  first  week  of 
Septaabar. 

3.  That  in  as  au^  as  possible,  disturbance  of  tha  area  be  kept 
ainiaal,  as  far  a  normal  regular  dredging  operations  are 
ccmeemed. 


4.  That  dredging  operations  begin  as  far  up  streaa  as  possible 
during  the  planned  course  of  work  froa  year  to  year  to  allow 
maxiauB  utilization  of  the  %faterfowl  hunting  basin  directly  down 
streaa  of  the  1-55  bridge. 

5.  That  consideration  be  given  to  the  rights  of  those  citizens 
utilizing  the  Des  Plaines  Conservation  Areas  %mterfowl  hunting 
area  under  authority  of  the  oepartSMnt  of  Conservation. 

The  Grantor,  oimer  of  the  above  described  lands,  in  consideration 
of  the  benefits  to  be  received  hereunder,  does  hereby  expressly 
and  fully  release  and  forever  dia<diarge  the  Govemaent  froa  all 
liability  for  any  and  all  daaage  done  or  caused  to  be  done  to  the 
above  described  land,  or  any  iaproveaents  or  personal  property 
thereon,  resulting  froa  said  dredging  operations. 

The  Grantor  shall  not  be  responsible  or  liable  for  claias  by 
third  parties  for  injuries  to  persons  or  daaage  to  property  when 
such  injuries  or  daaages  are  caused  by  or  result  from  the 
Govemaent's  use  of  the  premises  under  the  teru  of  this  permit 
and  are  not  due  to  the  negligence  of  the  Grantor. 


Dated  this 


day  of 


199X. 


ILLINOIS  DEPARTMENT  OF  CONSERVATION 


UNITED  STATES  OF  AMERICA 


DEPARTMENT  OF  THE  ARMY 
ROCK  ISLAND  DISTRICT  CORPS  OF  ENCINEERS 
CLOCK  TOWER  BUILDING  -  PO  BOX  2004 
ROCK  ISLAND.  ILLINOIS  61204  2004 

January  4,  1993 


Planning  Division 
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SEE  DISTRIBUTION  LIST 


This  latter  is  to  notify  you 
District  of  the  U.S.  Amy  Corps  of  Engineem  is  currentlj^ 
proposing  to  place  dredged  material  on  Treats  Island, 
Dresden  Island  Pool,  Illinois  Waterway.  The  Rock  Island 
District  anticipates  distribution  of  an  Environment al 
Assessment  (EA)  and  public  notice  regarding  this  action 
later  this  fiscal  year. 


r:- 


that  the  Rock  Island 


IHPA  REVIEW 

AR 


EVIEW  . 

UtjC 


Treats  Island  is  owned  by  the  Illinois  Department  of 
Conservation  and  is  located  in  Will  County  along  the  left 
descending  bank  of  the  Des  Plaines  River.  The  proposed 
site  is  located  at  river  mile  279.6  to  279. 7L  and  is 
approximately  550  feet  long.  It  lies  between  two  parallel 
rows  of  dredged  material  which  was  placcMl  there  during 
construction  of  the  manmade  channel  in  the  1930s.  The 
parallel  rows  and  the  area  between  is  coiqposed  primarily 
of  rocky  dredged  material.  The  estimated  capacity  for 
this  site  is  12,000  to  13,000  cubic  yards. 

The  Illinois  On~Site  Inspection  Team  (OSIT)  visited 
the  island  in  Nay  of  1991  and  made  recommendations  that 
the  site  be  used  for  dredged  material  placement. 

Please  provide  your  comments,  concerns,  and  recammenda- 
tions  regarding  significant  natural  and  cultural  resources 
to  us  no  later  than  February  10,  1993.  A  map  showing  the 
location  of  the  proposed  placement  site  and  the  dredge  cut 
from  which  most  of  the  dredged  material  will  be  removed  is 
attached  for  your  reference. 


In  addition  to 
consider  any  other 
and  environmentally 
located  within  the 
potential  placement 
its  location,  alone 
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United  States  Department  of  the  Interior 

nSH  AND  WILDLIFE  SERVICE 
Rock  Island  Field  Office  (ES) 

4460  •  48th  Avenue  Court 


Rock  Island,  Illinois  61201  . 

309/793-5800 


February  5,  1993 


Colonel  Albert  J.  Kraus 

District  Engineer 

U.S.  Army  Engineer  District 

Clock  Tower  Building,  P.O.  Box  2004 

Rock  Island,  Illinois  61204-2004 

Dear  Colonel  Kraus: 

This  responds  to  your  letter  of  January  4,  1992,  requesting  our 
contents  on  the  proposed  placennt  of  dredge  material  on  Treats 
Island,  Dresden  Island  Pool,  Illinois  Waterway,  Will  County, 
Illinois.  The  information  we  are  providing  will  be  used  in  the 
formation  of  an  Environmental  Assessment  and  public  notice  for 
the  proposed  action. 

To  facilitate  compliance  with  Section  7(c)  of  the  Endangerei 
Species  Act  of  1973,  as  amended.  Federal  agencies  are  required  to 
obtain  from  the  Fish  and  Wildlife  Service  information  concerning 
any  species,  listed  or  proposed  to  be  listed,  which  nay  be 
present  in  the  area  of  a  proposed  action.  Therefore,  we  are 
furnishing  you  the  following  list  of  species  are  listed  as 
occurring  or  potentially  occurring  in  Will  County,  Illinois: 


Classification 

Common  Wane 

Ssisntif  jg. MflWg 

Habitat 

Endangered 

Bald  eagle 

Haiiaeetus 
ieucocepAal us 

wintering 

Endangered 

Indiana  bat 

Myotis  sodalis 

Caves ,  mines ; 
small  stream 
corridors  with 
well  developed 
riparian  woods; 
upland  forest 

Endangered 

Leafy  prairie 
clover 

Dalea  foliosa 

Prairie 
remnants  on 
thin  soil  over 
limestone 
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Threatened 


Meslc  to  wet 
prairie 


Eastern  prairie  Platanthera 
fringed  orchid  leuocophaea 

Threatened  Lakeside  daisy  Hywkenoxis  Dry  rocky 

herbacea  prairie 

The  endangered  bald  eagle  rHaliaeetus  leucoceohalus ^  is  listed  as 
wintering  along  the  Illinois  River  in  Hill  County,  Illinois. 
During  the  winter,  this  species  feeds  on  fish  in  the  open  water 
areas  created  by  dae  tailwaters,  th6  warn  water  effluents  of 
power  plants  and  eunicipal  and  industrial  discharges,  or  in  power 
plant  cooling  ponds.  The  sore  severe  the  winter,  the  greater  the 
ice  coverage  and  the  sore  concentrated  the  eagles  become.  They 
roost  at  night  in  groups  in  large  trees  adjacent  to  the  river  in 
areas  that  are  protected  from  the  harsh  winter  elements.  They 
perch  in  large  shoreline  trees  to  rest  or  feed  on  fish.  There  is 
no  critical  habitat  designated  for  this  species  in  Illinois  and 
the  only  restrictions  that  apply  to  the  eagle  are  that  it  not  be 
harassed,  harmed  or  disturbed  when  present. 

The  endangered  Indiana  bat  fMyotis  sodalisi  is  listed  as 
potentially  occxirring  in  Hill  County,  Illinois.  It  frequents  the 
corridors  of  small  streams  with  well  developed  riparian  woods  as 
well  as  mature  upland  forests.  It  forages  for  insects  by  flying 
beneath  the  tree  canopy,  and  roosts  and  rears  its  young  beneath 
the  loose  bark  of  large  dead  trees  that  are  generally  greater 
than  sixteen  inches  in  diameter.  It  winters  in  caves  and 
abandoned  mines.  The  only  Critical  Habitat  listed  for  this 
species  in  Illinois  is  the  Blackball  Nine  on  Pecumsaugen  Crhek  in 
LaSalle  County. 

Because  of  the  nature  of  this  species,  we  cannot  provide  you  with 
specific  locations  from  one  year  to  the  next.  If  the  project 
site  contains  any  habitat  that  fits  the  above  description,  it  nay 
be  necessary  to  conduct  a  survey  to  determine  the  presence  of  the 
bat.  If  the  bat  is  present,  it  must  not  be  haxnaed,  harasscKl  or 
disturbed.  If  suitable  habitat  exists  on  the  site,  no  trees  may 
be  cleared  between  the  dates  of  May  i  and  August  31. 

Leafy  prairie  clover  fPalea  foliosa)  is  listed  as  endangered  for 
Will  County,  Illinois,  based  upon  historical  records.  It 
occupies  prairie  remnants  on  thin  soil  over  limestone  bedrock. 
There  is  no  critical  habitat  designated  for  this  species. 

Federal  regulations  prohibit  any  commercial  activity  involving 
this  species  or  the  destruction,  malicious  damage  or  removal  of 
this  species  from  Federal  land  or  any  other  lands  in  knowing 
violation  of  State  law  or  regulation,  including  State  criminal 
trespass  law. 

The  eastern  prairie  fringed  orchid  f Platanthera  leucoohaea)  is 
listed  as  historically  occurring  in  Will  County,  Illinois.  It 
occupies  wet  grassland  habitats.  There  is  no  critical  habitat 
designated  for  this  species.  Federal  regulations  prohibit  any 
commercial  activity  involving  this  species  or  the  destruction, 
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malicious  damage  or  removal  of  this  species  from  Federal  land  or 
any  other  lands  in  knowing  violation  of  State  law  or  regulation, 
including  State  criminal  trespass  law. 

The  lakeside  daisy  fRymenoxis  herbacea^  is  listed  as  threatened 
in  Will  County,  Illinois.  It  occupies  dry,  rocky  prairies. 

There  is  no  critical  habitat  listed  for  this  species  in  Illinois. 
Federal  regulations  prohibit  any  commercial  activity  involving 
this  species  or  the  malicious  damage  or  removal  of  this  species 
from  Federal  land  or  any  other  lands  in  knowing  violation  of 
State  law  or  regulation,  including  State  criminal  trespass  law. 

This  letter  provides  comments  under  the  authority  of  and  in 
accordance  with  provisions  of  the  Fish  and  Wildlife  Coordination 
Act  (48  Stat.  401,  as  amended;  16  U.S.C.  661  et  seq.);  and  the 
Endangered  Species  Act  of  1973,  as  amended. 

If  you  have  any  questions  contact,  Mr.  Tim  Romanski  of  my  staff. 


cc:  USEPA  (Cvengros) 

ILEPA  (Yurdin) 

ILDOC  (Schanzle,  Glosser) 
RO  (Johnson) 

TR:hw 
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MATERIAL  PLACBKEIIT  SITE  FOR 
MAUrTEMAMCE  ORED6IHG,  TREATS  ISLAND 
ILLINOIS  HATERHAY 
tfILL  OODNTY.  ILLINOIS 

APPENDIX  B 
CLEAN  HATER  ACT 
SECTION  404(b)(1)  EVALUATION 


SECTION  1  <  PROJECT  DESCRIPTION 


LPCMIQH 


Tr««ta  Island  la  owned  by  the  Illlnola  Departaent  of  Conaervation  and  la 
located  In  Vlll  County  along  the  left  descending  bank  of  the  Des  Plaines 
River  between  River  Miles  (RM)  279.2  and  280.1  (plate  1). 


GENERAL  DESCRIPTION 


Maintenance  dredging  la  required  to  reanve  accreted  sedlaents  froa  the 
channel  In  order  to  provide  a  safe  and  unobstructed  navigation  channel. 
Historically,  dredging  has  been  perforaed  aechanlcally,  with  the  dredged 
aaterlal  placed  at  various  locations  along  the  bankllne.  The  last  dredging 
event  for  this  area  occurred  In  1982,  and  heavy  shoaling  In  the  channel 
since  that  tlae  has  created  a  hazard  for  navigation. 


AviaQiLin  Am  mtase 


The  foraal  authorization  for  the  U.S.  An^  Corps  of  Engineers  (Corps)  to 
perfora  operation  and  aalntenance  activities  on  the  Illinois  Waterway  was 
given  In  the  Rivers  and  Harbors  Act  of  1927,  as  aodlfled  by  the  Rivers  and 
Harbors  Act  of  1930,  and  as  fiurther  aodlfled  by  the  Rivers  and  Harbors  Act 
of  1935. 

Maintenance  dredging  responsibility  on  the  Illinois  Waterway  within  the 
Rock  Island  District,  U.S.  Ar^  Corps  of  Engineers,  Is  given  under  the 
Illinois  Waterway  9-Foot  Channel  project.  The  purpose  of  the  proposed 
action  Is  to  reaove  accuaulated  sedlaent  which  nay  threaten  coaaerclal 
navigation  or  pose  danger  to  life  or  property.  This  evaltiatlon  will 
address  possible  Impacts  associated  with  that  action. 
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The  Illinois  On-Site  Inspection  Teesi  (OSIT)  provides  input  end  guidance 
to  the  Corps  in  the  selection  of  dredged  suiterial  placeaent  sites.  The 
sMabers  of  the  OSIT  represent  the  Illinois  Departaent  of  Conservation;  the 
Illinois  Departaent  of  Transportation;  the  Illinois  Natural  History  Survey; 
the  Illinois  Environaental  Protection  Agency;  the  Rock  Island  District, 
Corps  of  Engineers;  the  U.S.  Fish  and  Wildlife  Service;  and  the  U.S. 
Environaental  Protection  Agency.  The  Illinois  OSIT  visited  Treats  Island 
in  May  1991  and  aade  the  recoasMndation  that  this  site  be  used  for  dredged 
aaterial  placeaent . 


GENERAL  DESCRIPTION  OF  DREDGED  AND  FILL  MATERIAL 


The  aaterial  to  be  dredged  consists  of  stone  and  rocky  aaterial,  gravelly 
coarse  to  fine  sand,  with  coal,  cinders  and  wood,  with  less  than  1.8% 
passing  through  a  No.  230  sieve.  Material  this  coarse  requires  aechanical 
dredging. 

Shoaling  of  the  navigation  channel  in  this  area  has  required  dredging  in 
the  past  and  will  likely  continue  in  the  future.  The  site  on  Treats  Island 
is  expected  to  contain  a  total  of  14,000  to  15,000  cubic  yards.  However, 
the  off-loading  portion  of  the  site,  which  this  docuaent  addresses,  would 
accomodate  only  a  very  smll  portion  of  that  total  quantity. 


DESCRIPTION  OF  PROPOSED  OFFLOADING  SITE 


The  proposed  offloading  site  on  Treats  Island  is  located  at  RM  279. 7L. 

It  is  approxiaately  2,800  sqiiare  feet  (0.06  acre)  in  area  and  lies  at  the 
upstreaa  end  of  two  parallel  rows  of  old  dredged  aaterial  which  were  placed 
during  construction  of  the  navigation  channel  in  the  1930* s.  The  proposed 
offloading  site  is  located  out  of  the  floodway,  within  the  floodway  fringe. 
It  has  a  rock/sand  substrate,  very  likely  laid  down  by  past  dredge 
placeaent  activities. 

The  utility  coapany  swintains  the  site  as  an  open  area  so  they  have  access 
to  their  utility  poles  and  power  lines  which  traverse  the  island.  Plant 
species  include  grasses,  asters,  saartweeds,  willow,  and  hackberry.  Birds, 
reptiles,  and  saall  aaaaals  coonon  to  a  shrtibby,  riverine  habitat  also  aay 
be  found  in  the  area. 

Plate  2  shows  the  location  of  the  proposed  placeaent  site  and  the  dredge 
cut  froa  which  most  of  the  dredged  aaterial  would  be  reaoved.  The  off¬ 
loading  site  described  in  this  docuaent  is  located  at  the  extreae  upstreaa 
end  of  the  total  dredged  aaterial  placeisent  site. 
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The  Mchanically  dredged  aaterlal  would  be  off-loaded  by  crane  froa  barges 
onto  the  old  placeaent  site  and  under  the  Co— onwealth  Edison  Power  lines. 
The  first  aaterial  off-loaded  would  be  used  to  build  a  platfora  or  staging 
area  onto  which  additional  aatarial  would  be  placed  and  then  pushed  by 
bulldozer  into  the  area  between  the  old  dredged  — terial  place— nt. 
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SECTION  2  -  FACTUAL  OETEIMINATIONS 


PHYSICAL  SUBSTEATE  DETEBMIMATIOHS 


Th*  arM  of  concarn  la  approxiaacaly  .06  acra  in  aiza  and  haa  a  rocky/aandy 
layar  and  anou^  topaoll  to  support  plant  growth.  It  is  out  of  tha  flood¬ 
way  hut  would  ba  Inundatad  with  a  100-yaar  flood.  Its  alovatlon  slopas 
frosi  506  fast  to  518  foot,  with  tha  2-yaar  flood  alavation  at  506  faat  and 
tha  100-yaar  flood  alavation  at  511.6  faat.  Tha  rivar's  flat  pool 
alavation  is  504.5  to  505  faat. 


HATBR  CIRCWLATIOH  AHP  FLPCTOATIOH  PBTEMgHATIQHS 


Sinca  this  sita  has  a  rocky/sanify  layar  with  topsoil,  no  inpacts  to  watar 
circulation  or  fluctuation  ara  axpactad  to  occur. 


SUSPENDED  PARTICULATE  AMD  TURBIDITY 


*] 


Sinca  this  sita  lias  a  roclqr/sandy  layar  with  topsoil,  no  incraasas  in 
suapandad  particulatas  or  turbidity  ara  axpactad  to  occur. 


ACTIONS  TAKEN  TO  MINIMIZE  IMPACTS 


Othar  dradgad  notarial  placanant  sitas  wara  considarad.  (Rafaranca  Saction 
3  of  this  docunant,  paragraph  2.)  This  sits  was  tha  nost  practicabla 
solution  availabla  at  this  tins. 


contaminant 


MIMATIONS 


Tha  conposition  of  tha  dradgad  natarial  would  ba  nainly  sand,  graval,  and 
bouldars  with  vary  little  fine  natarial  included.  It  is  therefore  dater- 
ninad  that  tha  dredged  natarial  would  ba  chanically  inert  and  within 
regulatory  Units. 


AQUATIC  ECOSYSTEM  DETERMINATIONS 


Sinca  this  sita  is  on  an  island  and  out  of  tha  floodway,  no  aquatic 
acosystan  would  ba  i^>actad. 
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No  odvorso  lapacts  would  bo  roolizod  to  wotozbomo  rocrootlon,  auniclpol 
or  privoto  wotor  supplloa,  rocognlzod  noturol  or  cultural  rasourcaa,  or 
coaMrclal  fishorlaa. 

Cartiflcatlon  undar  Sactlon  401  of  tba  Claan  Vatar  Act  haa  boon  granted. 


MlliATlOM  OF  CaniLATlVE  ON  SECOMDANY  KFFBCTS  ON  THE  AQUATIC  ECOSYSTEM 


The  propoaad  placaaant  of  dradgad  aatarlal  on  an  laland  alta  and  out  of  the 
floodway  la  not  expected  to  have  ai^  cuaulatlve  or  aecondary  effecta  on  the 
aquatic  ecoayatea. 
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SICTIOH  3  •  rimiMGS  OF  CONPLIANCE  OR 
MONCONPLIAIICB  HITH  THE  RESTRICTIONS  ON  DISCHARfiB 


1.  Mo  significant  adaptations  of  tha  404(b)(1)  guidolinos  ware  aads 
rslativo  to  this  svaluation. 

2.  Altornativos  which  wars  conaidarad  ara  as  follows: 

a.  Baach/Bankl ina  Placaasat:  This  altarnativa  rasKrvas  sadinants  fron 
tha  navigation  channal  and  has  boon  utilizad  in  tha  past.  Howavar,  tha 
spaca  availabla  for  placaaant  is  at  a  praaitai,  and  this  altarnativa  also 
laavas  dradgad  aatarial  vulnarabla  to  antry  back  into  tha  rivar. 

b.  Floodplain  Flacanant:  This  altarnativa  proposaa  placing  natarial 
on  nunaroua  sltas  (othar  than  tha  Traats  Island  placaasnt  sits)  on  lowlands 
adj scant  to  tha  dradga  cut.  Thasa  sitas  ara  currantly  bottonland  hardwoods 
and/or  opan  narsh.  Tha  placaaant  of  dradgad  aatarial  in  this  watland 
habitat  aay  not  coaply  with  Exacutlva  Ordar  11990. 

c.  Mo  fadaral  Action:  Tha  Ho  Action  altarnativa  would  pracltida 
Fadaral  involvaaant  in  tha  projact.  Conaaquantly,  no  dradging  would  occur. 
If  this  araa  is  not  dradgad,  it  is  likaly  that  shMling  would  continua  to 
occur  and  result  in  closura  of  tha  channal  to  coaaarcial  navigation. 

d.  Plaeaaant  on  Traats  Island:  This  is  dia  prafarrad  altarnativa 
for  tha  projact.  Tha  placMant  sita  is  confined  on  two  sides  by  natarial 
previously  placed  in  the  1930 's  during  construction  of  tha  navigation 
channal  and  would  yield  an  astinatad  holding  capacity  of  about  14,000 

to  15,000  cubic  yards  of  dradgad  natarial. 

3.  Certification  under  Section  401  of  the  Clean  Hater  Act  has  bean  granted 
by  tha  Illinois  Environnantal  Protection  Agency. 

4.  Tha  projact  is  not  axpactad  to  introduce  any  toxic  naterials  into  tha 
Illinois  Vatarway. 

5.  Datamination  was  nada,  by  coordination  with  State  and  Fadaral 
agencies,  that  no  inpacts  would  occur  to  State  or  federally  listed 
thraatanad  or  andangarad  species. 

6.  Tha  projact  is  located  along  a  freshwater,  inland  rivar  systan  and, 
thus,  no  narina  sanctuaries  ara  involved. 

7.  No  nunicipal  or  private  water  supplies  will  be  affected,  and  no  inpacts 
to  tha  rivar  acosystan  ara  expected. 

8.  Tha  deposited  natarial  would  be  chanically  stable  and  noncontaninating. 
Therefore ,  no  threat  exists  in  tarns  of  contanination  to  vegetation  or 
ground  water. 
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9.  Based  on  the  guidelines,  the  project  is  considered  to  be  in  cosq>liance 
with  Section  404(b)(1)  of  the  Clean  Water  Act,  as  aaeiuled. 

10.  The  proposed  project  will  not  significantly  iBq>act  water  quality  or 
the  integrity  of  the  aquatic  ecosystea. 


District  Engineer 
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HOMORARLE  OEORSE  E  SAMGMEISTER 
REHREKHTATIVC  IH  OOMREfS 
23  U  NAIH  STREET 
GLEHUOOO  IL  60425 


PAUL  SIMM 
(MITEO  STATES  SEHATOR 
KmCZmSKI  SLOO  •  MIITE  3IB2 
230  SOUTH  OEARiORH  ST 
CHICASO  IL  60604 


HOMMARLE  PAUL  SIMM 
UNITB)  STATES  SENATOR 
SUITE  1 

3  WEST  OLD  CAPITAL  PLAZA 
SPRIIMFIELO  IL  62701 


HOMMARIf  Jiii  ED6AR 
OaUSMOR  OF  ILLIHOIS 
STATE  CAPITOL 
SPRIHOFIELO  IL  62706 


HfMflftftll  p  PAUL  SIMM 
UNITED  STATES  SEHATOR 
462  DIRKSEH  SENATE  OFFICE  SLOO 
HASNIHOTON  DC  20610-1302 


wowrUAfl  f  PAUL  SIMM 
UNITED  STATES  SEHATOR 
250  W  CHERRY  ST  •  NOON  115S 
CARSOHDALE  IL  62901 
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KMTNMTfS  CHMKI  OF  OMERCE 

MLIET  IL  «0«3«  JOLIET  IL  60LS4 


JaiET  FUM.1C  LlIRMY  150  M.  OTTMIF  ST. 
JOLIET,  IL  S0L31 
JOLIET  IL  60431 


OOUNn  ENGINEER 
COURT  tt*f  Ptf 
WILL  COUNTY 
JOLIET  IL  60434 


WJOL  RRDlb  -  NEWS  ROOM 

601  WRLNUT 

JOLIET  IL  60434 


MAYOR 

JOLIET 

jaiET  IL  60434 


COUNTY  CLERK 
COURT 

WILL  COUNTY 
JOLIET  IL  60434 


LOCKMASTER 

SRANDON  ROAD  LOCK  S  DAN 
ROUTE  3 

JOLIET  IL  60436 


CHAIRMAN 

OGUNTT  ROARS  OF  SUPERVISORS 
HILL  COUNTY  COURT  HOUSE 
JOLIET  IL  60434 


AMOCO  CHEMICALS  CORP  PO  SON  941 
jaiET  IL  60436 


MOSIL  CHEMICAL  00  PO  NON  550  SULFURIC  ACID  TERMINAL 

JOLIET  IL  60434  OLIN  CORP 

PO  ROM  2219 
JOLIET  IL  60436 


SCN  CORP  GLIOOEN  OURKEE  DIVISION 
PO  SON  796 
jaiET  IL  60434 


THE  VALLEY  LINE  00  529  N  CHICAGO  ST 
JOLIET  IL  60432 


REG  FORESTER 

FOREST  SERVICE  US  DEPT  OF  AGRICULTURE 
310  H  WISCONSIN  AVE-SUITE  500 
MILWAUKEE  HI  53203 


REGIONAL  DIRECTOR 
US  FISH  AND  WILDLIFE  SERVICE 
FEDERAL  SLDG  FORT  SHELLING 
MINNEAPOLIS  NN  55111 


C-2 


TKATS  isuyn.  UlU  OCUHTY,  ILLINOIS 
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SOSTNASTfl 

CNAMHER  OF  COMMERCE 

MCKDALe  IL 

ROCKDALE  IL  60636 

# 

MAYOR 

POSTMASTER 

» 

ROCKDALf  IL  MK36 

SNOREUDCD  IL  60635 

US  COAST  OMRO  1222  SPRUCE  STREET 

DEPT  OF  INTERIOR/OFF  OF  ENV  PROJ  REV  NS  6239-NIB 

ST  LOUIS  NO  63103 

18TN  6  C  STREETS  MH 

UASNINGTOM  DC  20260 

BELING  CQNSULTAMTS 

BILL  SPIVEY 

ATTN:  RQRERT  A.  REGINA 

SPIVEY  NARINE 

HILLCREST  SMPPING  CENTER  N.  LARKIN  AVE.  AT  PUINFIELO  RO. 

725  RAILROAD  ST 

JOLIET  IL  60633 

JOLIET  IL  60636 

RRENT  NANNING  DIRECTOR 

BRUCE  YUROIN 

ILLINOIS  DEPT  OP  CONSERVATION  LINCOLN  TONER  PIA2A 

ENVIROMNEHTAL  PROT  SPaST  DNPC  ENVIRONMENTAL  PROT 

526  SOUTH  2N0  STREET 

2200  CNURCNILL  ROAD 

SPRINFIELO  IL  62701 

SPRINGFIELD  IL  63101 

CHARLES  UHITNORE 

COMMANDER 

STATE  CQNSERVATIONIST-SCS  USOA  SOIL  CONSERVATION  SERVICE 

US  ARMY  ENGINEER  DIVISION 

1902  FOK  DRIVE 

NORTH  CENTRAL  111  N  CANAL  -  12TH  FLOOR 

CHAMPAIGN  IL  61820 

CHICAGO  IL  60606 

COUNTY  ATTORNEY 

COUNTY  SHERIFF 

WILL  COUNTY  COURT  HOUSE 

HILL  COUNTY  COURT  HOUSE 

JOLIET  IL  60636 

JOLIET,  IL  60636 

JOLIET  IL  60636 

0 

DAN  SALLEE  IL  DEPT  OF  CONSERVATION 

DENNIS  KENNEDY 

LINCaN  TONER  PLAZA  526  SOUTH  2ND  STREET 

DEPT  OF  TRANS-OIV  OF  HATER  RESOURCES 

SPRINGFIELD  IL  62706 

3215  EXECUTIVE  PARK  DRIVE  PO  BOX  19686 

SPRINGFIELD  IL  62796 
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DON  nOKMM 
CMML  tSSIMM 

lUIMOIt  4  NICMISMI  CMML  30  MOSTN  SLUTF  ST 

joLitT  iL  tava 


DQUO  SLOSOETT  IL  M1UML  HISTOST  SUNEY 
M>  EQR  346 
MWMM  IL  626a 


J.  ELTON  UETEEt 
724  E6IUMM0  ST. 
JOLIET,  IL  60436 
JOLIET  IL  60436 


OOHALO  WOMNMMC  OIBECTQB 

DEFT  OF  TEMM-OIV  OF  IMTBI  BESOUKES  3215  EXECUTl 
FO  EON  10404 
SFtlHBFIELO  IL  62704 


DO  6LLMI  NIISCN  OIEECTOE 

US  EHVIKBMEHTM.  FEOTECTION  SEEHCT  OFFICE  OF  FEDE  * 
401  N  STEEET  SW 
MftSNINOTON  DC  20460 


JMKS  J.  O'OQEHEU 
JOLIET  SE6I0HM.  FONT  DIET. 
14  M.  JEFFEBSOH  ST. 

JOLIET  IL  60431 


J6NE  ELOa 

TEE  SIEEIA  CLUB 

214  M  HEHET  ST  SUITE  203 

MOISOH  Wl  33703 


JONH  0.  SINFSQH  COHSTHUCTIOH  CO 
E.E.  3 

JOLIET.  IL  60431 
JaiET  IL  60431 


LEE  HSHSOH 

IIM  CMML  HATIONM.  NENITSOE  CONNIOON 
30  N  BLUFF  STEEET 
JOLIET  IL  60435 


LEE  EIFE 

DEFT  OF  66BICULTUEE  STATE  FAIEONOUEDS 
FO  DOM  192B1 

SFNIN6FIELD  IL  62704-92S1 


NATOH  B  cm  COUNCIL  NICHAEL  NAC  NUILEH  ASSIST  CHIEF  ENVIEOHMENTAL  ANA 

SNOBEHOOO  IL  60435  US  ENVINOH  FHOTECTION  ASEHCT,  EEC  5  230  SOUTN  DEA 

CNICABO  IL  60604 


NEWS  SOON 
MOIO  STATION  WAJF 
451  BUSY  ST 
JOLIET  IL  60435 


NEWS  NOON 
WFBH  66 
1411  COMA  ST 
JOLIET  IL  60435 


OHIO  BMtOE  LINE.  INC. 
nr  COLLINS  ST 
JOLIET.  IL  60432 
JOLIET  IL  60432 


NICNANO  6  SENONIN  •  CNIEF 
ILLINOIS  STATE  WATEE  SUEVEY 
2204  6EIFFITN  DEIVE 
CNAMFAISN  IL  61S20 
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IICHMO  HtLSOH  rilLO  WSfIVISQI 
US  riSH  «w  wiLOLire  snvici 
4449  48TH  AWDSK  COUNT 
NOCK  ISLAND  IL  41201 


NCKHT  SCNANZLE 

IL  DENT  OF  CONSEIWATION  DIV  OF  FLANNIN6  AND  INFQBNATION 
405  STNATTCH  OFFICE  ILOS 
SFNIIMFIELO  IL  42701 


THE  NENALO-NEWS 
300  CATERFtlLLAK  OK. 
JOLIET.  IL  40434 
JOLIET  IL  40434 


THECOONE  U  NILO  OEPUTT  STATE  NIST  PKESERVATIOH  OFCK 
ILLINOIS  HISTONIC  PKESENVATION  A6CT  OLD  STATE  CAFhTQL 
8FNIN6FIEL0  IL  42701 


VENN  KLEEN 

ILLINOIS  OEFANT  OF  OONSENVATION  NATUML  HEtITAGE  DEFT 
400  NONTH  CNAND  AVENUE  WEST 
SFNIIMFIELO  IL  42706 


NOKNT  F.  NICN 
ATTONNET  AT  LAW 
25  N.  OTTAIM  ST. 
JOLIET  IL  40ai 


STE1C  CNAM 

IL  OEFT  OF  ANNICULTUNE  NUNEAU  OF  FAHHLAHO  FNOTECT 
FO  NON  19281  STATE  FAINONOUNDS 
SFNIIMFIELO  IL  42794-«S1 


THE  VALLET  LINE  CO 
529  N  CNICAfiO  ST 
JaiET.  IL  40432 
JOLIET  IL  60432 


VALOAS  J  AOAMCUS  ADNINISTNATON 
US  ENVINONCNTAL  FNOTECTION  AGCT 
230  8  DEANNONN  ST 
CNICAQO  IL  6F^4 


WILLIAM  C  FUCIK  DINECTCH 
FD  BCNS  NANAGENENT  AGENa  NE6I0N  V 
175  W  JACKSON  NLVO  •  4TN  FLOON 
CNICAOO  IL  60604 


WlUIAH  0  FNANZ 
CNIEF-ENV  NEVIEW  MANCN 

US  ENVINCNNENTAL  FNOTECTION  AGENCT  77  WEST  JACKSON  NLVO 
CNICAfiO  IL  60604 
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DISTRIBUTION 


INTERNAL 


CONNANDBR,  US  ARMY  ENGINEER  DISTRICT,  ROCK  ISLAND,  CLOCK 
TONER  BUILDING,  ROCK  ISLAND,  ILLLINOIS  61204-2004 

ATTN:  CENCR-RE 

CENCR-ED-C 
CENCR-ED-DN 
CENCR-ED-H 
CENCR-PD  (2) 

CENCR-PD-C 

CENCR-PD-F 

CENCR-PD-E 

CENCR-PD-W 

CENCR — CD 

CENCR-OD 

CENCR-IM-CL  (2) 

CENCR-ED-DE 
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